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IPCEI  AI - Associated Partner participation 

Summary

· [bookmark: _Hlk148537905]Applicant - name of the organisation:


· Contact details (name, email) of the person(s) responsible for this project:


· Project information
a. Subject areas (indicate the IPCEI AI content area(s) to which the project relates):
☐   Development of a first ever next generation AI continuum for the EU
☐   Secure and safe access to high-quality data sets for AI
☐   Development of advanced AI-as-a-Service (AIaaS) approaches
☐   Developing a common open-source framework to ensure security and high 
interoperability of European solutions
☐   Systematic integration of next-generation AI models

b. Value Chain Components (indicate which component(s) of the value chain your project fits into):
☐   Data processing, orchestration, provisioning
☐   Sovereign foundation model (LLM/LRM)
☐   Sovereign industry sector specific foundation model (SFM)
☐   AI Deployment and operations
☐   Open platform for AI

c. Indicative budget (EUR):






GBER Application Template
Aid for research and development projects 
 
Project Name
Company Name, City
(Please name the legal entity, including the legal identification number.)

Company logo



Project period:
MM.YYYY – MM.YYYY







[bookmark: _Toc195618444][bookmark: _Toc195618571]Preliminary Note:
This Application Template (AT) is intended for the submission of State aid applications under an aid measure implemented by the Member State in light of the criteria of Article 25(6)(d) of the General Block Exemption Regulation (GBER), without prejudice to all applicable conditions of the GBER, within the framework of a national selection process linked to an IPCEI initiative. Such R&D projects are meant, in particular, to strengthen the relevant IPCEI ecosystem.
Applications submitted through this template will undergo a national evaluation process to verify their compliance with all the applicable conditions set out in the GBER, as well as their technical, financial, and strategic relevance.
Following this assessment, selected applicants may be requested to submit a final, detailed project proposal — including any supporting technical and financial evidence required by the applicable rules in the Member State. 
[bookmark: _Toc148106557][bookmark: _Toc195618445][bookmark: _Toc195618572]Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc148106558][bookmark: _Toc195618446][bookmark: _Toc195618573]Applicant presentation 
a) General description of your entity
Please provide a concise and factual description of the legal entity applying for aid, including: full legal name, abbreviation to be used, registered office (legal address), tax identification number, entity type (Undertaking / Research Organisation (RO)), specification whether the entity is part of a corporate group or a joint-venture (in this latter case, specify the date of establishment and founders), as well as the main economic activities of the entity. Avoid general marketing and promotional statements. Explicitly indicate if another entity from the same corporate group participates or intends to participate in another GBER-funded or IPCEI-related project. Max 30 words
b) Size classification under Annex I GBER
Please indicate the number of employees and whether your company qualifies as small, medium or large enterprise within the meaning of Annex I to the GBER[footnoteRef:2]. Please also provide the supporting information (number of employees and annual revenues to demonstrate SME status).  [2:  https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02014R0651-20230701 ] 

c) Company in difficulty
Please confirm that you are not a company in difficulty as defined in Article 2 (18) of the GBER[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02014R0651-20230701] 

d) Recovery of unlawful aid (Article 1(4)(a) GBER)

Please confirm that your company is not subject to an outstanding recovery order following a decision of the European Commission declaring an aid illegal and incompatible with the internal market, pursuant to Article 1(4)(a) of the GBER.

e) Technical and organisational capacity to implement the project
Please describe the internal organisational structure of the applicant, with specific reference to:
· The business functions and departments directly involved in the project;
· The internal R&D structure, including dedicated personnel and infrastructure relevant to the planned activities;
· The management and coordination model adopted for the implementation of the project.
Also specify the local unit(s) where the project will be carried out, providing elements that support their adequacy (e.g. technological infrastructure, production capacity, staff competences, previous experience with similar projects).
[bookmark: _Toc123914306][bookmark: _Toc124147236][bookmark: _Toc124153838][bookmark: _Toc148106560][bookmark: _Toc195618447][bookmark: _Toc195618574]Summary of the project
Please summarize in non-confidential and non-technical terms your project; be as concrete as possible and avoid marketing and public relations language. 
Please include the following information:
· Description of the project: what is it about and what are the expected outcomes (i.e., products, processes, services etc.). 
· Please describe the R&D activities foreseen in the project, clearly distinguishing between the relevant stages - projects must comprise industrial research and experimental development activities:
· Industrial research[footnoteRef:4]: outline the research or critical investigation activities (including scientific and technical questions addressed) i) aimed at the acquisition of new knowledge and skills for developing new products, processes or services or ii) aimed at bringing about a significant improvement in existing products, processes or services in the area, technology or industry or sector concerned by your project. Please also outline the components of complex systems, prototypes or pilot lines that you aim to create, as applicable. [4:  Please see the definition of industrial research in Article 2(85) GBER: ] 

Experimental development[footnoteRef:5]: describe the activities related to acquiring, combining, shaping and using existing scientific, technological, business and other relevant knowledge and skills with the aim of developing new or improved products, processes or services in the area, technology, industry or sector concerned by your project. Explain how existing knowledge will be used to develop or improve specific solutions, including the design and testing of advanced prototypes or pilot lines in real-life conditions: explain whether your project comprises prototyping, demonstrating, piloting, testing or validation of new or improved products, processes or services in environments representative of real life operating conditions where the primary objective is to make further technical improvements on products, processes or services that are not substantially set. Please describe whether your project entails the development of a commercially usable prototype or pilot which is necessarily the final commercial product. [5:  Please see the definition of experimental development in Article 2(86) GBER. ] 

· What/who will be the use/users of the planned outcome and main customers
· Duration of the project
· Location(s) of the project (municipality, region, state)
.
Industrial strategy and integration of the project
Please describe the strategic industrial framework into which the proposed project is integrated, indicating how it aligns with the applicant’s broader technological and business development objectives. The description should include:
· A summary presentation of the applicant’s overarching industrial strategy, particularly with regard to R&D investments and future product or service development;
· Any expected industrial investments directly related to, or enabled by, the proposed R&D project;
· Expected synergies between the proposed R&D activities and existing or planned product and service portfolios, including those of any project partners or affiliated entities;
· The expected industrial and strategic impact of the project, with reference to the applicant’s medium-term positioning within relevant national and European industrial value chains.
Max 250 words


[bookmark: _Toc195618448][bookmark: _Toc195618575]Detailed Project Description
[bookmark: _Toc195618449][bookmark: _Toc195618576]Overview and structure of the project
Please provide a high-level description of how your project, including evidence on how the activities are divided between Industrial Research (IR) and Experimental Development (ED).
For each activity type included in the project, briefly describe:
· The specific objectives and expected results;
· The technological areas addressed and the methodologies adopted;
· The role of the activity within the project’s overall roadmap;
· Any relevant synergies between categories or sequential phases.
The project activities are typically implemented through a set of logically connected Work Packages (WPs).
Please indicate the number of WPs foreseen and explain their sequencing and internal coherence, demonstrating how the work packages collectively support the achievement of the project’s technical and strategic objectives. 
Max 200 words

Complete the table below by listing and detailing each WP. For each WP, clearly specify its type (IR or ED) and its specific target or objective.
[bookmark: _Toc129851680][bookmark: _Toc124147250][bookmark: _Toc124153853][bookmark: _Toc124147251][bookmark: _Toc124153854][bookmark: _Toc124147252][bookmark: _Toc124153855][bookmark: _Toc124147253][bookmark: _Toc124153856][bookmark: _Toc124147255][bookmark: _Toc124153858][bookmark: _Toc124147256][bookmark: _Toc124153859][bookmark: _Toc124147258][bookmark: _Toc124153861][bookmark: _Toc124147260][bookmark: _Toc124153863][bookmark: _Toc124147262][bookmark: _Toc124153865][bookmark: _Toc124147263][bookmark: _Toc124153866][bookmark: _Toc124147265][bookmark: _Toc124153868][bookmark: _Toc124147267][bookmark: _Toc124153870][bookmark: _Toc35883508][bookmark: _Toc91163369]Avoid duplicating the information required in the table within the narrative section. All key technical and planning elements must be included directly in the table.
	WP
	Type of activity under art. 25 GBER
	Target/Objectives

	[Use a clear numbering or coding (e.g. WP1, WP2, etc.), a short title and a brief description of the WP’s purpose]
	 IR/ED
	[What this WP aims to achieve or develop.]


Table 1 Breakdown of each WP, including objectives.
[bookmark: _Toc195618450][bookmark: _Toc195618577]Technological context and innovation content
This section aims to collect a concise but structured description of the technological background and innovative scope of your project. Please provide your answers in the sub-sections below.

a) Technological domain and context

Briefly indicate the technological domain to which the project belongs. Outline the main technological, methodological or performance-related limitations that the project intends to address. Specify if these gaps concern performance, scalability, cost-effectiveness, process robustness, or other relevant aspects. This section should be based on objective evidence (e.g. benchmarks, technical reports, publications, standards.
Describe the positioning of the proposed solution within the relevant scientific or industrial landscape, with reference to existing technologies, processes or systems. Specify the main field of application and whether the project targets an enabling technology, an improvement to an existing process, or a new technological approach. 
Max 150 words


c) Innovation content, industrial and strategic relevance
Describe the innovative aspects of the project, focusing on the planned R&D activities. Clarify whether the innovation lies in scientific discovery, industrial application, process engineering, or systems integration.
Support the description with performance indicators (e.g. efficiency gains, material properties, cost reduction, miniaturisation) and benchmarks against current technologies.
Additionally, explain the strategic relevance of the proposed innovation from an industrial and economic standpoint — including its potential to address critical technological gaps, foster innovation in specific sectors, create cross-sectoral synergies, or reinforce the competitiveness of EU companies in global markets. 
Outline the expected technological or industrial developments in the three years following project completion, including planned scale-up activities, product or service deployment, or market applications. 
Max 200 words

[bookmark: _Toc124147336][bookmark: _Toc124153939][bookmark: _Toc124147337][bookmark: _Toc124153940][bookmark: _Toc124147339][bookmark: _Toc124153942][bookmark: _Toc124147342][bookmark: _Toc124153945][bookmark: _Toc124147344][bookmark: _Toc124153947][bookmark: _Toc124147352][bookmark: _Toc124153955][bookmark: _Toc124147359][bookmark: _Toc124153962][bookmark: _Toc124147366][bookmark: _Toc124153969][bookmark: _Toc129851708][bookmark: _Toc126857765][bookmark: _Toc126857911][bookmark: _Toc126858315][bookmark: _Toc126871410][bookmark: _Toc129851715][bookmark: _Toc129851716][bookmark: _Toc129851717][bookmark: _Toc129851718][bookmark: _Toc129851719][bookmark: _Toc129851720][bookmark: _Toc129851721][bookmark: _Toc129851722][bookmark: _Toc129851723][bookmark: _Toc129851724][bookmark: _Toc129851725][bookmark: _Toc129851726]
[bookmark: _Toc126857776][bookmark: _Toc126857922][bookmark: _Toc126858326][bookmark: _Toc126871421][bookmark: _Toc124147379][bookmark: _Toc124153983][bookmark: _Toc195618457][bookmark: _Toc195618579]Costs of the project
[bookmark: _Toc129851731][bookmark: _Toc195618458][bookmark: _Toc195618580]Costs by Type of R&D Activity 
Please provide in the table below a detailed breakdown of the estimated costs for each category of R&D activity as mentioned in Article 25(2) of the GBER, namely: IR, ED, if applicable.

The cost categories listed in the table reflect those eligible under Article 25(3) of the GBER.
For each item, please indicate:
 – the total estimated cost,
– the portion allocable to the R&D project, and
– the eligible share of that cost, taking into account any necessary adjustments (e.g. depreciation for equipment, pro-rata allocation, or limits set under applicable national rules).
Cost estimates should be consistent with the technical breakdown and duration of the project as detailed in Section 2.

	
Industrial Research Activities
	
Total estimated cost (€)
	
% allocated to the project
	
Eligible costs (€)

	A.1.1 Personnel costs
	 
	 
	

	A.1.2 Instruments and equipment
	
	
	

	A.1.3 Buildings and land
	
	
	

	A.1.4. Contractual research, licences and consultancy services
	
	
	

	A.1.5 Overheads and other operating expenses (materials, supplies)
	
	
	

	Total A.1) Industrial Research Activities
	
	
	

	
Experimental Development Activities
	
Total estimated cost (€)
	
% allocated to the project
	
Eligible costs (€)

	A.2.1 Personnel costs
	 
	 
	 

	A.2.2 Instruments and equipment
	
	
	

	A.2.3 Buildings and land
	
	
	

	A.2.4 Contractual research, licences and consultancy services
	
	
	

	A.2.5 Overheads and other operating expenses (materials, supplies)
	
	
	

	Total A.2) Experimental Development Activities
	
	
	

	TOTAL Industrial research (A.1) and Experimental development (A.2)
	
	
	



Table 3 – Eligible costs of the project for IR and ED 

[bookmark: _Toc139281226][bookmark: _Toc139281328][bookmark: _Toc126857836][bookmark: _Toc126857982][bookmark: _Toc126858386][bookmark: _Toc126871475][bookmark: _Toc126857837][bookmark: _Toc126857983][bookmark: _Toc126858387][bookmark: _Toc126871476][bookmark: _Toc126857838][bookmark: _Toc126857984][bookmark: _Toc126858388][bookmark: _Toc126871477][bookmark: _Toc126857839][bookmark: _Toc126857985][bookmark: _Toc126858389][bookmark: _Toc126871478][bookmark: _Toc126871510]
State aid requested 
Please indicate the amount of State aid requested for the project, broken down for IR and ED, by filling in the table below. 
Please also indicate the form of aid (e.g. direct grant, repayable advance, loan, etc). 

	Project phase 
	Eligible costs (total) 
	State aid requested 

	Industrial Research
	
	

	Experimental development 
	
	

	TOTAL 
	
	







[bookmark: _Toc195618460][bookmark: _Toc195618582]Eligibility conditions
[bookmark: _Toc195618461][bookmark: _Toc195618583]General conditions
Please note that the granting authorities in the Member States are responsible for verifying compliance with all applicable conditions of the GBER. Therefore, these authorities may provide templates and request additional declarations and information, necessary for this verification. 

a. Incentive effect (Article 6 GBER) 
☐ The applicant confirms that the project has not started prior to the submission of this application. 
(For the definition of “start of works”, see Article 2(23) GBER).
b. Cumulation (Article 8 GBER)
☐ The applicant declares that no other public support has been received or requested for the same eligible costs of this project, apart from the aid applied for herein.
If otherwise, please indicate the amounts, sources and legal bases of the additional public support received or requested.
[bookmark: _Toc195618462][bookmark: _Toc195618584]Specific conditions under article 25(6)(d) GBER
a. Participation in an open call to form part of a project jointly designed by at least three Member States or contracting parties to the EEA Agreement;
☐ The applicant declares that the project has been submitted under the current national selection process associated with a potential IPCEI initiative: _____________________________________________________ (please indicate which IPCEI initiative and refer to the relevant call for expression of interest).


b. Effective cross-border collaborations 
☐ The applicant commits to engage in effective cross-border collaboration[footnoteRef:6] with entities established in at least: [6:  Effective collaboration must comply with as Art. 2(90) of the GBER. To that purpose, ‘effective collaboration’ means collaboration between at least two independent parties to exchange knowledge or technology, or to achieve a common objective based on the division of labour where the parties jointly define the scope of the collaborative project, contribute to its implementation and share its risks, as well as its results. One or several parties may bear the full costs of the project and thus relieve other parties of its financial risks. Contract research and provision of research services are not considered forms of collaboration.
	Such effective collaborations with undertakings participating in an IPCEI are typically established with the aim of becoming an associated or indirect partner as defined in the Recommendation of the Joint European Forum for IPCEI on the roles of associated and indirect partners in an IPCEI ecosystem (available here:  https://competition-policy.ec.europa.eu/document/download/9ff281e5-4ac9-4bad-b5fe-1665f0e8a753_en?filename=JEF-IPCEI_Recommendation%20on%20the%20roles%20of%20associated%20and%20indirect%20partners%20in%20an%20IPCEI%20ecosystem.pdf).] 

· one other Member States or EEA contracting party, if the applicant is an SME;
· two other Member States or EEA contracting parties, if the applicant is a large enterprise.

Please specify any foreign partners already involved or expected to be involved, and the nature of the planned collaboration.

Effective collaboration must comply with as Art. 2(90) of the GBER. To that purpose, ‘effective collaboration’ means collaboration between at least two independent parties to exchange knowledge or technology, or to achieve a common objective based on the division of labour where the parties jointly define the scope of the collaborative project, contribute to its implementation and share its risks, as well as its results. One or several parties may bear the full costs of the project and thus relieve other parties of its financial risks. Contract research and provision of research services are not considered forms of collaboration.
Please specify any foreign partners already involved or expected to be involved, and the nature of the planned collaboration.


c. Wide dissemination of the R&D project results  
Please select one of the following dissemination methods
☐ The project results will be made available in at least three Member States or contracting parties to the EEA Agreement through: 
 	☐ publications
 	☐ conferences
 	☐ open access repositories 
 	☐ free or open-source software
☐ on a timely basis, make available licenses for research results of aided research and development projects, which are protected by intellectual property rights, at a market price and on non-exclusive and non-discriminatory basis for use by interested parties in the EEA
	☐ Other (please clarify) 
☐ The project results will be made available to interested third parties in the EEA through licences granted at a market price and on non-exclusive and non-discriminatory basis

Please briefly describe the planned measures to ensure wide dissemination of the project results across the EU, in line with the selected option. 
Max 150 words
5

